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Brothers and sisters in Christ, on this most holy dawn,  
in which our Lord Jesus Christ passed over from death to life,  
the Church invites her members, dispersed throughout the world, to 
gather in vigil and prayer.  
 
For this is the Passover of the Lord,  
in which through word and sacrament we share in his victory over 
death. 
 
As we await the risen Christ,  
let us hear the record of God's saving deeds in history,  
recalling how he saved his people in ages past  
and in the fullness of time sent his Son to be our Redeemer; 
and let us pray that through this Easter celebration, 
God may bring to perfection in each of us the saving work he has 
begun.  
Service of Light  
  
Eternal God, 
who made this most holy dawn 
to shine with the brightness of your one true light: 
set us aflame with the fire of your love, 
and bring us to the radiance of your heavenly glory; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
  
Christ yesterday and today,    vertical arm of cross 
the beginning and the end,    horizontal arm  
Alpha and Omega,      alpha and omega 
all time belongs to him,     first numeral 
and all ages;       second numeral 
to him be glory and power,    third numeral 
through every age and for ever.    Fourth numeral  
Amen. 
  
 
By his holy      1 
and glorious wounds    2 
may Christ our Lord     3 
guard us      4 
and keep us. Amen.    5 
  
 
The Easter candle is lit    
 
 
 



May the light of Christ, rising in glory, 
banish all darkness from our hearts and minds.  
  
The Light of Christ 
Thanks be to God    (said three times) 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
He is risen indeed. Alleluia!  
 

Exsultet 
 

Rejoice, heavenly powers! Sing, Choirs of angels! 
Exult, all creation around God’s throne!  
Jesus Christ, our King is risen!  
Sound the trumpet of salvation! 
 
Rejoice, O earth, in shining splendour,  
radiant in the brightness of your King! 
Christ has conquered! Glory fills you!  
Darkness vanishes for ever!  
 
Rejoice, O Mother Church! Exult in glory!  
The risen Saviour shines upon you!  
Let this place resound with joy,  
echoing the mighty song of all God's people!  
 
My dearest friends,  
standing with me in this holy light,  
join me in asking God for mercy, 
that he may give his unworthy minister  
grace to sing his Easter praises. 
 
The Lord be with you.   
and also with you.   
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
It is truly right that with full hearts and minds and voices 
we should praise the unseen God,  
the all-powerful Father, and his only Son, our Lord Jesus Christ.  
For Christ has ransomed us with his blood,  
and paid for us the price of Adam's sin to our eternal Father!  



This is our Passover feast,  
When Christ, the true Lamb, is slain,  
whose blood consecrates the homes of all believers.  
 
This is the night, when first you saved our fathers:  
you freed the people of Israel from their sláv'ry,  
and led them dry-shod through the sea.  
 
This is the night,  
when the pillar of fire  
destroyed the darkness of sin.  
 
This is the night, when Christians ev'rywhere,  
washed clean of sin and freed from all defĩlement,  
are restored to grace and grow together in holiness.  
 
This is the night,  
when Jesus Christ broke the chains of death  
and rose triumphant from the grave.  
 
What good would life have been to us,  
had Christ not come as our Redeemer?  
Father, how wonderful your care for us!  
How boundless your merciful love! 
To ransom a sláve you gave away your Son.  
 
O happy fault, O necessary sin of Adam,  
which gained for us so great a Redeemer!  
Most blessed of all nights,  
chosen by God to see Christ rising from the dead!  
 
Of this night scripture says:  
"The night will be as clear as day: it will become my light, my joy."  
 
The power of this holy night dispels all evil,  
washes guilt away, restores lost innócence, 
brings mourners joy; it casts out hátred,  
brings us peace, and humbles earthly pride.  
 
Night  truly blessed, 
when heaven is wedded to earth and we are reconciled to God!  
 
Therefore, heavenly Father,  
in the joy of this night,  
receive our evening sacrifice of praise,  
your Church's solemn offering.  



Accept this Easter cándle,  
a flame divided but undimmed, 
a pillar of fire that glows to the honour of God.  
 
Let it mingle with the lights of heaven 
and continue bravely burning  
to dispel the darkness of this night!  
 
May the Morning Star which never sets  
find this flame still burning: 
Christ, that Morning Star,  
who came back from the dead, 
and shed his peaceful light on áll mankind,  
your Son, who lives and reigns for ever and ever.  
Amen. 
 

Vigil 
 

Dear friends in Christ,  
we have begun our solemn vigil.  
Let us now listen attentively to the word of God, 
recalling how God saved his people throughout history and, 
in the fullness of time, sent his own Son to be our Redeemer. 
 
Through this Easter celebration 
May God bring to perfection 
The saving work he has begun in us 
 
A reading from the book of Genesis  
  
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Now the 
earth was a formless void, there was darkness over the deep, and 
God’s spirit hovered over the water.  
God said, ‘Let there be light’, and there was light. God saw that light 
was good, and God divided light from darkness. God called light ‘day’, 
and darkness he called ‘night.’ Evening came and morning came: the 
first day.  
God said, ‘Let there be a vault in the waters to divide the waters in 
two.’ And so it was. God made the vault, and it divided the waters 
above the vault from the waters under the vault. God called the vault 
‘heaven.’ Evening came and morning came: the second day.  
God said, ‘Let the waters under heaven come together into a single 
mass, and let dry land appear.’ And so it was. God called the dry land 
‘earth’ and the mass of waters ‘seas’, and God saw that it was good.  
God said, ‘Let the earth produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants, and 
fruit trees bearing fruit with their seed inside, on the earth.’ And so it 



was. The earth produced vegetation: plants bearing seed in their 
several kinds, and trees bearing fruit with their seed inside in their 
several kinds. God saw that it was good. Evening came and morning 
came: the third day.  
God said, ‘Let there be lights in the vault of heaven to divide day from 
night, and let them indicate festivals, days and years. Let them be 
lights in the vault of heaven to shine on the earth.’ And so it was. God 
made the two great lights: the greater light to govern the day, the 
smaller light to govern the night, and the stars. God set them in the 
vault of heaven to shine on the earth, to govern the day and the night 
and to divide light from darkness.  
God saw that it was good. Evening came and morning came: the 
fourth day.  
God said, ‘Let the waters teem with living creatures, and let birds fly 
above the earth within the vault of heaven.’ And so it was. God 
created great sea-serpents and every kind of living creature with which 
the waters teem, and every kind of winged creature. God saw that it 
was good. God blessed them, saying, ‘Be fruitful, multiply, and fill the 
waters of the seas; and let the birds multiply upon the earth.’ Evening 
came and morning came: the fifth day.  
God said, ‘Let the earth produce every kind of living creature: cattle, 
reptiles, and every kind of wild beast.’ And so it was. God made every 
kind of wild beast, every kind of cattle, and every kind of land reptile. 
God saw that it was good. God said, ‘Let us make man in our own 
image, in the likeness of ourselves, and let them be masters of the fish 
of the sea, the birds of heaven, the cattle, all the wild beasts and all 
the reptiles that crawl upon the earth.’ God created man in the image 
of himself, in the image of God he created him, male and female he 
created them.  
God blessed them, saying to them, ‘Be fruitful, multiply, fill the earth 
and conquer it. Be masters of the fish of the sea, the birds of heaven 
and all living animals on the earth.’ God said, ‘See, I give you all the 
seed-bearing plants that are upon the whole earth, and all the trees 
with seed-bearing fruit; this shall be your food. To all wild beasts, all 
birds of heaven and all living reptiles on the earth I give all the foliage 
of plants for food.’ And so it was. God saw all he had made, and 
indeed it was very good. Evening came and morning came: the sixth 
day.  
Thus heaven and earth were completed with all their array. On the 
seventh day God completed the work he had been doing. He rested on 
the seventh day after all the work he had been doing.  
 
This is the word of the Lord 
 
 
 



Let us pray 
 
Almighty God,  
you have created the heavens and the earth  
and made us in your own image:  
teach us to discern your hand in all your works  
and your likeness in all your children;  
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. Amen.  
  
A reading from the book of Genesis  
 
God put Abraham to the test. ‘Abraham, Abraham’ he called. ‘Here I 
am’ he replied. ‘Take your son,’ God said ‘your only child Isaac, whom 
you love, and go to the land of Moriah. There you shall offer him as a 
burnt offering, on a mountain I will point out to you.’  
Rising early next morning Abraham saddled his ass and took with him 
two of his servants and his son Isaac. He chopped wood for the burnt 
offering and started on his journey to the place God had pointed out to 
him. On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in the 
distance. Then Abraham said to his servants, ‘Stay here with the 
donkey. The boy and I will go over there; we will worship and come 
back to you.’  
Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering, loaded it on Isaac, and 
carried in his own hands the fire and the knife. Then the two of them 
set out together. Isaac spoke to his father Abraham, ‘Father’ he said. 
‘Yes, my son’ he replied. ‘Look,’ he said, ‘here are the fire and the 
wood, but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?’ Abraham 
answered, ‘My son, God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt 
offering.’ Then the two of them went on together.  
When they arrived at the place God had pointed out to him, Abraham 
built an altar there, and arranged the wood. Then he bound his son 
Isaac and put him on the altar on top of the wood. Abraham stretched 
out his hand and seized the knife to kill his son.  
But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven. ‘Abraham, 
Abraham’ he said. ‘I am here’ he replied. ‘Do not raise your hand 
against the boy’ the angel said. ‘Do not harm him, for now I know you 
fear God. You have not refused me your son, your only son.’ Then 
looking up, Abraham saw a ram caught by its horns in a bush. 
Abraham took the ram and offered it as a burnt-offering in place of his 
son.  
Abraham called this place ‘The Lord Provides’, and hence the saying 
today: On the mountain the Lord provides.  
The angel of the Lord called Abraham a second time from heaven. ‘I 
swear by my own self – it is the Lord who speaks – because you have 
done this, because you have not refused me your son, your only son, I 
will shower blessings on you, I will make your descendants as many as 



the stars of heaven and the grains of sand on the seashore. Your 
descendants shall gain possession of the gates of their enemies. All the 
nations of the earth shall bless themselves by your descendants, as a 
reward for your obedience.’  
 
This is the word of the Lord  
 
Let us pray 
 
Almighty God,  
whose chosen servant Abraham  
faithfully obeyed your call  
and rejoiced in your promise  
that, in him, all the families of the earth should be blessed:  
give us a faith like his,  
that, in us, your promises may be fulfilled;  
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. Amen.  
  
A reading from the book of the Exodus  
  
The Lord said to Moses, ‘Why do you cry to me so? Tell the sons of 
Israel to march on. For yourself, raise your staff and stretch out your 
hand over the sea and part it for the sons of Israel to walk through the 
sea on dry ground. I for my part will make the heart of the Egyptians 
so stubborn that they will follow them. So shall I win myself glory at 
the expense of Pharaoh, of all his army, his chariots, his horsemen. 
And when I have won glory for myself, at the expense of Pharaoh and 
his chariots and his army, the Egyptians will learn that I am the Lord.’  
Then the angel of God, who marched at the front of the army of 
Israel, changed station and moved to their rear. The pillar of cloud 
changed station from the front to the rear of them, and remained 
there. It came between the camp of the Egyptians and the camp of 
Israel. The cloud was dark, and the night passed without the armies 
drawing any closer the whole night long.  
Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove back the 
sea with a strong easterly wind all night, and he made dry land of the 
sea. The waters parted and the sons of Israel went on dry ground 
right into the sea, walls of water to right and to left of them. The 
Egyptians gave chase: after them they went, right into the sea, all 
Pharaoh’s horses, his chariots, and his horsemen.  
In the morning watch, the Lord looked down on the army of the 
Egyptians from the pillar of fire and of cloud, and threw the army into 
confusion. He so clogged their chariot wheels that they could scarcely 
make headway. ‘Let us flee from the Israelites,’ the Egyptians cried. 
‘The Lord is fighting for them against the Egyptians!’  
‘Stretch out your hand over the sea,’ the Lord said to Moses, ‘that the 



waters may flow back on the Egyptians and their chariots and their 
horsemen.’  
Moses stretched out his hand over the sea and, as day broke, the sea 
returned to its bed. The fleeing Egyptians marched right into it, and 
the Lord overthrew the Egyptians in the very middle of the sea. The 
returning waters overwhelmed the chariots and the horsemen of 
Pharaoh’s whole army, which had followed the Israelites into the sea; 
not a single one of them was left. But the sons of Israel had marched 
through the sea on dry ground, walls of water to right and to left of 
them.  
That day, the Lord rescued Israel from the Egyptians, and Israel saw 
the  
Egyptians lying dead on the shore. Israel witnessed the great act that 
the Lord had performed against the Egyptians, and the people 
venerated the Lord; they put their faith in the Lord and in Moses, his 
servant.  
 
This is the word of the Lord  
 
Let us pray 
  
Lord God our Redeemer,  
who heard the cry of your people  
and sent your servant Moses to lead them out of slavery:  
free us from the tyranny of sin and death  
and, by the leading of your Spirit,  
bring us to our promised land;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

Gloria 
 
 

Glory to God in the highest,  
and peace to his people on earth.  
Lord God, heavenly King, 
Almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father.  
 

 
Let us pray 
 
O God, who on this day, through your Only Begotten Son, have 
conquered death and unlocked for us the path to eternity, grant, we 
pray, that we who keep the solemnity of the Lord’s Resurrection may, 
through the renewal brought by your Spirit, rise up in the light of life. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen 
 
A Reading from the Book of Acts 
 
Then Peter began to speak to them: ‘I truly understand that God 
shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and 
does what is right is acceptable to him. You know the message he sent 
to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of 
all. That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after 
the baptism that John announced: how God anointed Jesus of 
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about 
doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God 
was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in 
Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God 
raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the 
people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate 
and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to 
preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God 
as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him 
that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through 
his name.’ 
 
This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Gospel  
 

Alleluia, alleluia, 
 
I am the first and the last, says the Lord, and the living one;  
I was dead, and behold I am alive for evermore.  
Alleluia.  
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary 
Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. And suddenly 
there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending 
from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. His 
appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. For 
fear of him the guards shook and became like dead men. But the 
angel said to the women, ‘Do not be afraid; I know that you are 
looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for he has been 
raised, as he said. Come, see the place where here he lay. Then go 
quickly and tell his disciples, “He has been raised from the dead, and 
indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.” 
This is my message for you. So they left the tomb quickly with fear 
and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them 
and said, Greetings!’ And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and 
worshipped him. Then Jesus said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; go and 
tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.’ me.’ 
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, you, O Christ.  
 

Renewal of Baptismal Vows  
 

Instead of renewing our baptism vows today, we will say the Creed 
and we will renew our baptism vows on our first Sunday service back 
in the church building. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Creed 
 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the 
Virgin Mary and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the holy Spirit, 
The Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
 

Peace 
 

The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said, Peace 
Be with you! Then were they glad when they saw the Lord.  
  
Alleluia! The peace of the risen Christ be always with you  
and also with you. Alleluia!  
  
 
 
 



Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation. 
In your loving care you spread before us the table of life 
and give us the cup of salvation to drink. 
Keep us always in the fold of our Saviour and our Shepherd, 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Blessed be God for ever. 
The Lord be with you.       
And also with you. 
 
Liift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
almighty and eternal Father, 
and on this dawn of our redemption 
to celebrate with joyful hearts 
the memory of your wonderful works. 
For by the mystery of his passion 
Jesus Christ, your risen Son, 
has conquered the powers of death and hell 
and restored in men and women the image of your glory. 
He has placed them once more in paradise 
and opened to them the gate of life eternal. 
And so, in the joy of this Passover, 
earth and heaven resound with gladness, 
while angels and archangels and the powers of all creation 
sing for ever the hymn of your glory: 
 
Holy holy holy Lord  
God of power and might  
Heaven and earth are full of your glory 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord  
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest 
 
Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
and according to your holy will, 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
 
 



who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me.  
In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many  
for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 
 
Jesus Christ is Lord 
Lord, by your cross and resurrection 
you have set us free. 
You are the Saviour of the world. 
 
And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 
his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 
rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
and looking for his coming in glory, 
we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
we bring before you this bread and this cup 
and we thank you for counting us worthy 
to stand in your presence and serve you. 
 
Send the Holy Spirit on your people 
and gather into one in your kingdom 
all who share this one bread and one cup, 
so that we, in the company of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
Saint Thomas, Saint Matthew and all the saints, 
may praise and glorify you for ever, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

 



The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Standing at the foot of the cross, let us pray with 
confidence as our Saviour has taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 
The Invitation 

 

This is the Lamb of God who takes away   
the sin of the world. Blessed are those who  
are called to his supper. 
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but 
only say the word, and I shall be healed. 
 

Agnus Dei 
 

Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
  
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
  
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 
  

The Communion 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, since I cannot now receive you 
sacramentally.  I humbly pray that you would come spiritually 
to my soul.  
Come, Lord Jesus, come and cleanse me, heal me, strengthen 
me, and unite me to you, now and for ever.  Amen 
 



Post Communion 
 

Heavenly Father, 
Look upon your Church, O God, with unfailing love and favour, so that, 
renewed by the paschal mysteries, she may come to the glory of the 
resurrection. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
 
Almighty God,       
we thank you for feeding us  
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies to be a living 
sacrifice. 
Send us out in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work to your praise and glory.  Amen. 
  

Blessing and Dismissal 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
He is risen indeed. Alleluia!  
  
God the Father,  
by whose glory Christ was raised from the dead,  
strengthen you to walk with him in his risen life;  
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the +Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
be among you, and remain with you,  
this day, this blessed Easter and always. Amen.  
  
The mass is ended go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia! Alleluia!  
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!   
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